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I am delighted to share these updates from the GENI Center. In this
issue, we introduce new members who have joined GENI since our
last Newsletter in 2025. Drawn from multiple Departments at Emory
University as well as nearby institutions - Georgia State University
and Kennesaw State University, these faculty all share common
interests in childhood nutrition, obesity, and metabolic health. GENI
was very well represented at the 2025 Annual Meeting of the Obesity
Society, the leading professional society focused on obesity science,
treatment and prevention. That included numerous abstracts
accepted for oral or poster presentations, an abstract award, and
participation in meeting workshops. I would like to call your attention
to the Feeding Lab Corner which highlights the recent 2026
Avoidant/Restrictive Food Intake Disorder (ARFID) Conference at
Arthur M. Blank Hospital and recent launch of the Center for Feeding
Ethics, a national initiative dedicated to the ethical exploration and
standards in feeding disorders. Please also note the 2026 Call for
Pediatric Research Alliance Pilots - Junior Faculty Focused Awards
and Center Awards.
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PRA Pilot Grants
I am particularly excited to announce a Workshop
co-sponsored by GENI, REACH and Strong4Life to
Advance Pediatric Obesity Research at Emory and
Children’s scheduled for October 2nd. The Workshop
will include keynote speakers, abstracts, rapid-fire
partner talks, posters, and round table breakout
sessions with the goal of making research
connections, accelerating research projects /
collaborations, and providing information or answers
to overcome research obstacles. ~Paul



Shari Barkin, MD, MSHS
Department of Pediatrics (Administration)

New GENI members
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Shanthi Srinivasan, MD
Department of Medicine (Digestive
   Disorders)

Rani Singh, PhD, RDN, LD
Department of Human Genetics
(Medical Genetics)

Tanicia Daley, MD, MPH
Department of Pediatrics (Endocrinology)

Kera McNelis, MD, MS
Department of Pediatrics (Neonatology)

Anna Tanner, MD, FAAP
Department of Pediatrics (General)

Katherine Ingram, PhD
Department of Exercise Science and Sport
  Management, Kennesaw State University

Desiree Wanders, PhD
Department of Nutrition
Georgia State University

Iboro Umana, MD, PhD
Department of Medicine 
(Digestive Disorders)



Jessica Reilly, MD, Strong4Life Medical Director, co-authored 4 of 11 abstracts
from Emory/Children’s that were accepted for poster presentation
Jean Welsh, PhD, MPH, RN, Strong4Life Research Director, co-authored 8
abstracts accepted for poster presentation
Daniel Hsia, MD, Associate Division Chief of Endocrinology, helped facilitate a
Clinical Practice Committee workshop entitled When Teamwork Makes the Dream
Work - Tackling Clinical Dilemmas in Weight Management with an Interdisciplinary
Approach
Cristian Sanchez-Torres, MD, medical fellow mentee of Jean Welsh, won the
Outstanding Abstract Award for Trends in Beverage Consumption Among U.S.
Children: A Decade of Change (2011–2023)
Brittney Baumert, PhD, MPH, GENI member and new GENI faculty as of July
2026, received the Top Population and Public Health Abstract for her paper PFAS
Exposure and Postoperative Weight Regain in Adolescents After Bariatric Surgery:
Findings From the Teen-LABS Study

GENI at Obesity Week 2025 
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GENI was well represented at Obesity Week this year!

Posters



GENI at Obesity Week 2025 
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Dr. Cristian Sanchez-Torres presenting



Feeding Lab Corner 
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GENI Special Interest Group

The Multidisciplinary Feeding Program, in collaboration with Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta, Monte Nido, and iadep Foundation, hosted the 2026 Avoidant/Restrictive
Food Intake Disorder (ARFID) Conference at Arthur M. Blank Hospital. The panel of
speakers included Kait Proctor, Phd, ABPP (GENI member), Raven Holmes, MS, RD,
LD, & William Sharp, PhD (GENI member) from the Feeding Program, as well as
colleagues from Children’s and Emory, including David I. Rappaport, MD, FAAP, Laura
Doerr, MD, FAAP, and Anna Tanner, MD, FAAP, FSAHM, CEDS-C, FAED (GENI member).

Feeding Matters, in collaboration with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, has launched
the Center for Feeding Ethics, a first-of-its-kind national initiative dedicated to ethical
exploration and standards in feeding disorders and differences such as pediatric
feeding disorder (PFD) and avoidant/restrictive food intake disorder (ARFID) care. The
Center for Feeding Ethics was born from the growing calls within the field to
acknowledge historical harms and integrate lived experience into research, training,
and care models. Most recently, national consensus efforts and patient- and family-
centered research groups have emphasized the need for recognizing trauma history
and embedding these lessons into future best practices. Click HERE for press release.

2026 ARFID Conference - March 4 

Feeding Matters: Center for Feeding Ethics 

https://www.choa.org/about-us/newsroom/feeding-matters-and-childrens-launch-first-national-center-for-feeding-ethics


GENI / REACH / S4L Event
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Upcoming Pediatrics Events 
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Register

Submit Abstract

Register

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/15th-annual-southeastern-pediatric-research-conference-tickets-1980554598118?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://emory.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2005564
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/8th-annual-pediatric-early-career-researcher-conference-registration-1758393124169?aff=oddtdtcreator


Pediatric Research Alliance Pilot Grants 
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TYPES & AMOUNTS: Two types of awards are available:
Type I: Junior Faculty Focused (JFF) Award - $50,000 per award
Type II: Center Award - $50,000 per award

PROJECT PERIOD: October 1, 2026 - September 30, 2027

How to Apply: All applications must be submitted electronically
through the online application portals.

JFF Portal Here
Center Portal Here

https://pedsresearch.org/funding/pilot-grant-programs/pediatric-research-alliance-pilots/type-i-jff-award
https://pedsresearch.org/funding/pilot-grant-programs/pediatric-research-alliance-pilots/type-ii-center-award
https://emory.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2007311
https://emory.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2007329


Resources 
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GENI and Children’s Publication Citation
P u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p o s t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  G E N I  a n d / o r  t h a t  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m
P e d i a t r i c  R e s e a r c h  A l l i a n c e  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  “ C h i l d r e n ’ s  H e a l t h c a r e  o f
A t l a n t a ”  i n  t h e  A f f i l i a t i o n s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t a t i o n  ( a p p e a r i n g  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r
l i n e  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  o r  p o s t e r ) .  

T h e  p r o p e r  a f f i l i a t i o n  c i t a t i o n  i s :  C e n t e r  f o r  G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y ,  E n d o c r i n o l o g y ,
&  N u t r i t i o n  I n n o v a t i o n  ( G E N I )  o f  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H e a l t h c a r e  o f  A t l a n t a  a n d  E m o r y
U n i v e r s i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e d i a t r i c s ,  A t l a n t a ,  G A  U S A .   O t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f
a c c e p t a b l e  f o r m a t s  f o r  c i t a t i o n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  

T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  v i t a l  t o  e n s u r e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  o u r  w o r k  b y  b o t h  E m o r y  a n d
C h i l d r e n ’ s  a n d  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  C e n t e r  m e m b e r s ,  w h e t h e r  l a b - b a s e d  o r  n o n - l a b
b a s e d .  C h i l d r e n ’ s  h a s  b e e n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o p e r a t i o n s
t h a t  m a k e  a l l  o f  o u r  w o r k  p o s s i b l e  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d .   

Research Wows 
D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  l a t e s t  r e s e a r c h  a c h i e v e m e n t s
t h r o u g h  o u r  v e r y  b r i e f  “ R e s e a r c h  W o w s ”  s u b m i s s i o n
f o r m .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  a )  i n t e r n a l  a n d
e x t e r n a l  r e p o r t i n g  o n  m e t r i c s  a n d  i m p a c t ,  a n d  b )
p o t e n t i a l  n e w s  a n d  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e .

“ R e s e a r c h  W o w s ”  F A Q ’ s :
 

W h a t  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  I  s h a r e ?
I m p a c t f u l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  o r  p u b l i s h e d  
N e w ,  m a j o r  g r a n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d  
N e w ,  m a j o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l / s e r v i c e  a w a r d s ,  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  o r  r e c o g n i t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  
O t h e r  n o t e w o r t h y  r e s e a r c h - r e l a t e d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  ( e . g . ,  p a t e n t s ,  I N D ,  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s )  

W h o  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  
P e d i a t r i c  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r s  a n d  C e n t e r  D i r e c t o r s  
P e d i a t r i c  r e s e a r c h  l e a d e r s h i p   
M a r k e t i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e a m s  

W h e n  s h o u l d  I  s h a r e  m y  “ R e s e a r c h  W o w s ” ?
A s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e !  W h i l e  w e  w i l l  a c c e p t  y o u r  “ R e s e a r c h  W o w s ”  a t  a n y  t i m e  f o r  p u r p o s e s
s u c h  a s  i n t e r n a l  r e p o r t i n g ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i m i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d  f o r  n e w s  a n d
m e d i a  p u r p o s e s :  

A c c e p t e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  a  j o u r n a l  
A b o u t  t o  r e c e i v e  a  n o t i c e  o f  a w a r d  f o r  f u n d i n g  
R e s e a r c h  t h a t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  a n d  i s  a b o u t  t o  s t a r t  b u t  n o  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d
y e t

 
C l i c k  h e r e  t o  s u b m i t  y o u r  “ R e s e a r c h  W o w s ” :  h t t p s : / / f o r m s . o f f i c e . c o m / r / M d 9 F C a Y b T c  o r  
e m a i l  D e b r a  H a m i l t o n ,  G E N I  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  a t  d r h a m i l @ e m o r y . e d u .

https://pedsresearch.org/about-us/branding-guidelines
https://forms.office.com/r/Md9FCaYbTc
https://forms.office.com/r/Md9FCaYbTc
https://forms.office.com/r/Md9FCaYbTc
mailto:drhamil@emory.edu


GENI Metabolic Cages - Animal Physiology Core 
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Columbus Instruments CLAMS

These cages are now
available to
researchers for a
subsidized rate
($892/week/6-cage
experiment).



Pediatric Research Cores 
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